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• The UK Citizenship Test comprises 24 questions selected from approximately 

3,000 questions 

• All questions have multiple choice answers 

• Minimum marks required to pass this test is 75% 

• The test currently costs £50 

• The questions are based mainly on the handbook “Life in the United Kingdom: A 

guide for new residents”. 

• All candidates aspiring to be UK Citizens are recommended to refer this Book 

religiously before taking the UK Citizenship Test 

• I have, of course, selected some of the more difficult ones so don’t worry, failure 

to score 18 or more will not lead to you being deported! 

 

 

The British Citizen Test Quiz 
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1.   Which is a fundamental principle of British life? 

 

a. Participation in community life 

b. Actively supporting your local football team 

c. Eating fish on a Friday 

d. Ignoring your neighbours 

2.   Which countries does “Great Britain” refer to? 

 

a. England, Scotland and Northern Ireland 

b. England, Scotland and Wales 

c. Just England 

d. England and Scotland 

 

3. Which colonies of the British Empire decided to 
declare their independence in 1776? 

 

a. American 

b. Australian 

c. Canadian 

d. South African 

4. Which of the following is a British overseas territory? 

 

a. Falkland Islands 

b. Australia 

c. Solomon Islands 

d. Malta 
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5.   Who built the Tower of London? 

 

a. Winston Churchill 

b. William the Conqueror 

c. Oliver Cromwell 

d. Queen Elizabeth II 

6.   What do Sir William Golding, Seamus Heaney and 
Harold Pinter have in common? 

 

a. They were part of the first British expedition to the North 
Pole 

b. They have all been awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature 

c. They have all been Prime Minister 

d. They are all famous British athletes 

 

7. St. Andrew is the patron saint of which country? 

 

a. Wales 

b. England 

c. Scotland 

d. Northern Ireland 

8. When was Charles I executed? 

 

a. 1653 

b. 1646 

c. 1658 

d. 1649 
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9. Who is the head of the Church of England? 

 

a. The Prime Minister 

b.  The Archbishop of Canterbury 

c.  The Pope 

d.  The Monarch 

10. 1918 an important date in the history of women’s 
rights? 

 

a. The first divorce laws were introduced 

b. Women were made legally responsible for their children 

c. Women were given the right to vote 

d. Equal pay laws were passed 

11. In which part of the British Empire did the Boer War 
of 1899-1902 take place? 

 

a. Australia 

b. South Africa 

c. India 

d. Canada 

12. Who invaded England in 1066? 

 

a. Harold of Wessex 

b. William of Normandy 

c. Richard the Lionheart 

d. Canute 
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13.  Which of these is the name of a novel by Jane 
Austen? 

 

a. Our Man in Havana 

b. Oliver Twist 

c. Sense and Sensibility 

d. Far from the Madding Crowd 

14. What are Beowulf, The Tyger and She Walks in 
Beauty? 

 

a. Poems 

b. Films 

c. Novels 

d. Plays 

15. Which of these is an example of a Criminal Offence? 

 

a. Housing disputes 

b. Selling Tobacco to under 18s 

c. Discrimination in the workplace 

d. Owing Money 

16. When was the Emancipation Act (which abolished 
slavery throughout the British Empire) signed? 

 
a. 1821 
b. 1813 
c. 1833 
d. 1807 
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17. When is Vaisakhi celebrated? 

 

a. In March 

b. In June 

c. In May 

d. In April 

 

18. When did Britain recognise the American colonies’ 
independence? 

 

a. 1783 

b. 1776 

c. 1751 

d. 1763 

 

19. Who made the first coins to be minted in Britain? 

 

a. The people of the Stone Age 

b. The Anglo Saxons 

c. The people of the Iron Age 

d. The Romans 

20. When did the Anglo-Saxon kingdoms establish in 
Britain? 

 

a. AD 410 

b. AD 600 

c. AD 789 

d. AD 698 
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21. Where can you see the ‘Bayeux Tapestry’ today? 

 

a. Wales 

b. England 

c. France 

d. Scotland 

22. What county is ‘Maiden Castle’ in? 

 

a. Berkshire 

b. Lothians 

c. Wiltshire 

d. Dorset 

 

23. In the 2009 Citizen Survey, what percentage of the 
UK population said they didn’t follow a religion? 

 
a. 21% 
b. 14% 
c. 17% 
d. 19% 

 

24. How many member states does the Commonwealth 
have? 

 
a. 28 
b. 53 
c. 77 
d. 48 
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Answers 
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1.   Which is a fundamental principle of British life? 

 

a. Participation in community life 

b. Actively supporting your local football team 

c. Eating fish on a Friday 

d. Ignoring your neighbours 

2.   Which countries does “Great Britain” refer to? 

 

a. England, Scotland and Northern Ireland 

b. England, Scotland and Wales 

c. Just England 

d. England and Scotland 

 

The United Kingdom comprises Great Britain and Northern Ireland. 

3. Which colonies of the British Empire decided to 
declare their independence in 1776? 

 

a. American 

b. Australian 

c. Canadian 

d. South African 

4. Which of the following is a British overseas territory? 

 

a. Falkland Islands 

b. Australia 

c. Solomon Islands 

d. Malta 
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5.   Who built the Tower of London? 

 

a. Winston Churchill 

b. William the Conqueror 

c. Oliver Cromwell 

d. Queen Elizabeth II 

6.   What do Sir William Golding, Seamus Heaney and 
Harold Pinter have in common? 

 

a. They were part of the first British expedition to the North 
Pole 

b. They have all been awarded the Nobel Prize in 
Literature 

c. They have all been Prime Minister 

d. They are all famous British athletes 

 

7. St. Andrew is the patron saint of which country? 

 

a. Wales 

b. England 

c. Scotland 

d. Northern Ireland 

8. When was Charles I executed? 

 

a. 1653 

b. 1646 

c. 1658 

d. 1649 
The king’s army was defeated at the Battles of Marston Moor and Naseby. 
By 1646, it was clear that Parliament had won the war. Charles was held 
prisoner by the parliamentary army. He was still unwilling to reach any 
agreement with Parliament and in 1649 he was executed. 
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9. Who is the head of the Church of England? 

 

a. The Prime Minister 

b.  The Archbishop of Canterbury 

c.  The Pope 

d.  The Monarch 

10. 1918 an important date in the history of women’s 
rights? 

 

a. The first divorce laws were introduced 

b. Women were made legally responsible for their children 

c. Women were given the right to vote 

d. Equal pay laws were passed 

11. In which part of the British Empire did the Boer War 
of 1899-1902 take place? 

 

a. Australia 

b. South Africa 

c. India 

d. Canada 

12. Who invaded England in 1066? 

 

a. Harold of Wessex 

b. William of Normandy 

c. Richard the Lionheart 

d. Canute 
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13.  Which of these is the name of a novel by Jane 
Austen? 

 

a. Our Man in Havana 

b. Oliver Twist 

c. Sense and Sensibility 

d. Far from the Madding Crowd 

14. What are Beowulf, The Tyger and She Walks in 
Beauty? 

 

a. Poems 

b. Films 

c. Novels 

d. Plays 

15. Which of these is an example of a Criminal Offence? 

 

a. Housing disputes 

b. Selling Tobacco to under 18s 

c. Discrimination in the workplace 

d. Owing Money 

16. When was the Emancipation Act (which abolished 
slavery throughout the British Empire) signed? 

 
a. 1821 
b. 1813 
c. 1833 
d. 1807 
In 1807, it became illegal to trade slaves in British ships or from British 
ports, and in 1833 the Emancipation Act abolished slavery throughout the 
British Empire. The Royal Navy stopped slave ships from other countries, 
freed the slaves and punished the slave traders. 
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17. When is Vaisakhi celebrated? 

 

a. In March 

b. In June 

c. In May 

d. In April 

 

Vaisakhi (also spelled Baisakhi) is a Sikh festival which celebrates the 
founding of the Sikh community known as the Khalsa. It is celebrated on 
14 April each year with parades, dancing and singing. 

18. When did Britain recognise the American colonies’ 
independence? 

 

a. 1783 

b. 1776 

c. 1751 

d. 1763 
In 1776, 13 American colonies declared their independence, stating that 
people had a right to establish their own governments. The colonists 
eventually defeated the British army and Britain recognised the colonies’ 
independence in 1783. 

19. Who made the first coins to be minted in Britain? 

 

a. The people of the Stone Age 

b. The Anglo Saxons 

c. The people of the Iron Age 

d. The Romans 

20. When did the Anglo-Saxon kingdoms establish in 
Britain? 

 
a. AD 410 
b. AD 600 
c. AD 789 
d. AD 698 
 

Britain was invaded by tribes from northern Europe: the Jutes, the Angles 
and the Saxons. The languages they spoke are the basis of modern-day 
English. Battles were fought against these invaders but, by about AD 600, 
Anglo-Saxon kingdoms were established in Britain. 
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21. Where can you see the ‘Bayeux Tapestry’ today? 

 

a. Wales 

b. England 

c. France 

d. Scotland 

22. What county is ‘Maiden Castle’ in? 

 

a. Berkshire 

b. Lothians 

c. Wiltshire 

d. Dorset 

 

A very impressive hill fort can still be seen today at Maiden Castle, in the 
English county of Dorset. 

23. In the 2009 Citizen Survey, what percentage of the 
UK population said they didn’t follow a religion? 

 
a. 21% 
b. 14% 
c. 17% 
d. 19% 

 

24. How many member states does the Commonwealth 
have? 

 
a. 28 
b. 53 
c. 77 
d. 48 
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Did you score 18 or more? 


